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been set, and no conditions proposed, on which it may be
terminated. In the meantime, I trnst, we sliall meet events
as tliey arise with a reasonable and manly fortitnde, ready at

all times to fulfil our duties as patriotic citizens, but under
no circumstances willing to sacrifice the honor and rights of

the State, as a member of the Union
; not in the sense of the

advocates of secession, but as taught by Iredell and Marshall
and Story and Kent and Webster, and in which moderate
men everywhere, North and South, before the Avar, were sup-

posed to concur. Anxious as I was to avert the late war, and
have at all times been to compose our troubles on the basis

of the Union as our fatliers framed it, I can perceive in this

proposed amendment nothing calculated to perpetuate the

Union
;
but its tendency seems to me better suited to per-

petuate sectional alienation and estrangement, and I have,

therefore, no hesitation in recommending that it be not

ratified.

THE AFRICAN EACE.

Most of the African race among us were lately slaves.

Their masters cared for their subsistence. Their habits illy

fit them to provide for their indispensable daily wants.

Nothing can be more absurd than the supposition that the

great body of them can participate in governmental

affairs with any discretion. A very few of them are discreet

and virtuous, and have c(nisiderable intelligence
;
and when

the State shall be left free to manage her internal affairs,

A\'ithout extraneous interference, I do not doubt that the

qiiestion as to Avhat share ought to be granted them, in the

elective franchise, will be candidly considered. To grant

universal suffrage to them now is manifestly absurd.

What ought to be done in reference to this race, if its con-

sideration could be approached apart from passion and party

politicsj would embarrass the Avisest statesman and philan-

thropist. Unhappily, our present condition does not allow

such calm consideration. At present it blends itself Avith our

national affairs. From the earliest period of our history

under the National Union, it has been the cause, or the pre-


